THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
own words,* he "felt that it was essential that someone should
see His Majesty and warn him of the difficult situation that
might arise later if occasion was given for a continuation of
this kind of gossip and of criticism, and the danger that
might come if that gossip and that criticism spread from the
other side of the Atlantic to this country." "I felt," he said,
"that in the circumstances there was only one man who could
speak to him and talk the matter over with him, and that
man was the Prime Minister. I felt doubly bound to do it
by my duty, as I conceived it, to the country, and my duty
to him not only as a counsellor but as a friend. I consulted,
I am ashamed to say—and they have forgiven me—none of
my colleagues."
Mr. Baldwin did not pass through the crisis and time of
abdication without severe criticism. Many Americans imag-
ined that both the Government, and vested interests, pressed
King Edward into abdication, and this crazy view is still ex-
pressed in the United States. In such an imagined plot, Mr.
Baldwin naturally appears as a villain. Also, he has been
censured for taking so much responsibility upon himself. This
criticism of the Prime Minister and the Government remained
long after the abdication of King Edward, in the form of
smouldering resentment. Public opinion upon the matter
was divided. Some viewed Mr, Baldwin's independent con-
duct as being inevitable and wise. Others considered that
the Government had approved of the newspaper campaign
against the King and that they had encouraged it, while ex-
pressing a different view, through the Prime Minister. It
was felt, also, that such a mighty problem should have been
placed before the House of Commons; that the broad will of
the people should have been tested. The Government was
further accused of wishing to be rid of a King who did not
accept their ways of dealing with unemployment, or adapt
himself to their pace. The view is still held, by many people,
that the Government looked upon King Edward as a young
..•* In his address to the House of Commons, following the King's decision
to abdicate.

